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SPECIAL REPORT SMART TV

ESSENTIAL FEATURES

Boost Your TV's IQ

Smart TVs offer a wealth of new
entertainment options. By Grant Clauser

THEARTER

Vizio XVT3ID

FOR DECADES e tebinviscn has bisan knenen
as tha idiot bow, and in many ways it has been
ecacty that. Aside from a few video processing
tricka and sorme anarry onacrean mens, TVe
v chane listhe rmore than acoept your calble or
CNDhvicken sigral and then display the pice. Al
of the ool things you coukd dovwith your TV-play
wchen games, order video-on-demand mowes,
browvse advanced onscrean manus—wen done
by boses you plugged into tha TV, The TV itelf
s rely hasic in s talerta.

Then along camis the Inbemat. As th com-
putar started to bacome a moma important
devica for accassing content, TV manufac-
turers began to lok for ways 1o get people
away from ther laplopa and back in front of
thear Tws, The answer; streaming wides con-
terd frears A Irtesmat b the acraan of tha TV,

If'slbsen a few years since TV makers sobed
ths rrapssteany; i e prochuchs Funees senos enobeed
a great daal. What wa call smart Tve or con-
reschese] T, Seature he ability to play & variety of
online content and also utlize apps, much ke
smartphones, o personalze the TV in wisysnol
possible befone, Rather than just tum on your TV
I e what's on the cable DVR. with 2 smart TV

Shopping for a Smart TV

6 essential features and the popular must-have apps.

The Features

Picture Quality, Fret, is it & good TVT You
miay get the TV with the best spps ar widgeis
and the coolest remote, but i the pictune looks
terrble, you'll sbll be unkappy.

Senvicad, What seroces do you want? It
doesn't pay o gat the TV with the moat ser-
vices if it doesn't include any of the ones you
want. Do you need Skypa? Do you need Twit
tar or Angry Birds, or will Netfie and Pandora
cover all of your video and l=tening neads?

Size. Many of the features on smart T,
espacially the socal media features, require a
bt ol et rectingy. I yoour sl i going 10 e far
fromi the TV, maka sure your TV i big encugh

ez alicres o o ey read what's on the screen.

Connection, How will you conract 7 Fyour
rilermet roubar i near your TV then you can wea
awairsd Ethemiet connection. But f your rouser
& in another pert of the housa, you'll reed WiHR.
Same Tvs corme with WHR capabsity bult in;
others wil require a ISB adaptor, usually at an
addiional cost

Vidoo processing. i you wanta smart TV
for streaming video, be sure the TV can make
lowe-gueality streaming video look good. Batier
TV nclude batter wdeo processng lechnolo-
gias o analyze and improwe Intarmet video.

Audio rebum. Make sure the TV hes an
i robum chanre erber bul mio the HDMI

port via HOMI v1.4 or 63 en edditional digital
ophcal ouipul. Al smart Tvs nolude sorme kerd of
ITHISIC STRETING Sanvics, and you won't wank o
Letan thes juribey epeabens bt inbo your TV to lsten
o your customized musc channels. An audio
return chernel allows you o play your streaming

m,:.u:iu:v.lgh your surmounid-sound recener.

The Apps
Metflix. This service i available on evary
amart TV platform, and for good reason, De-
spite all the bad press the sanice has recened
reconithy for e price hike and {redactad) rame
rewision, it's stil the best daal online for straam-
i rordes and TV ehows,



YO CEN BCoass your favoeie streaming vwodeo senaces, lsten to Intemet music ster
e, play downinaced parmes or ehare the evente of your day on sncil medis appe.
A smart TV is more than just a TV with a buit-in web browser, though, It's

mira like & smariphone, because its Intamat coolness mosty comas from
appe o widgete=applications for media, games or communications,

Can you dumg cable if you have a smart TV I depends on your viewing
habita. A good anbenna can get you the major (and often mary minor) networks
for free. o if you can e with that and uea emart TV featunas lke Metile, Hulu
Plus or Vudu for everything else, then sure, you can dumg that costly calbla
package. The kicker is sports, as there's no effecive wiy 10 ersuee you won
miss the mporant games without a pay TV senice pped

o wwlmrg-rrm

Toshiba TL515U

Pandora. Second to Metlix is Pandora, the moet popular streaming
miusac: site. One thing users ke most about Pandara (s how easy # i 1o cre:
ake custom stations talored to ther lstening tastes. The othar thing people
bl sbeut il is that #'s free.

Skype. A fow years ago Skype started cut as “the other” Infermet phane
senice; now it's THE Internet phone service, so much so that Skype has
becoma awebasn, “you can Sk‘,'pn sl thes rumibes” M‘llmg wickno calls on
& big aman TV is-a great wey to keep in iouch with family end fiends far away.

Angry Birds. Who would have quessad thal & garme serpler than Hang-
man would catch on? As far as | can tell, the point is 1o toss binds at pigs in
onder to break down ther lons and steal back the pifered eggs. Whatever. [t's
still a hot game and a must on your smart TV i thers are any kids in fhe house.

Facebool There's no escaping your nends, and sod-ol friends, with Face-
book Bultinko your TV, Tha benafit of having it on your smart TV screen is posting
vadens and pich.nes on a big ecreen mther than hasing o squint ino & cell phone

Huilu Plus. This = one of the most smporiant features f you want to
quit cabka altogethes, This is the pramium vereion of the online TV sanvice.
For S8 & month you can walch all the TV and movies you wanl, includng
complete smsons and compleie episodes of programs nod avalable on the
free service, and much of it is in high definition.

8 Reasons to Buy
aSmartTV

LMUSIC Radios are 50 old-school. Today a much groator wicty,
adong with this opfon 1o cmali your cen porsonaliized channols, is
anvaliabla via online ponines, Ther ans seversl onfine Music sanicas
foundd on enant Ty, Some, e Sacker and Pandoes, am fee o
s, whie olhers, ke Rhapeody and Spolrly, change a monhiy fee,

2. MOVIES AND TV Fir e fols, aocess 1o straaming
e and TV programs (8 the pimany reason bo invest n
& mmart TV After all, i's & ielevison, and that's what they '
for. Mane than that, sman TV, with applicatons like Netlie,
Arraon Irstar Video, and Cnemahbiow oler the best op
tiars for movie night since the dedline of disc reral stores.
like Blockbusser.

3, BAMES With the cost o traditional conscle-based wdeo
games averaging $50 & pop. gaming can be a very expen-
sw hobby. App games on smart TV, howaver, are: often
freq or cheap (usually around $6].

&, ATHESSE \ii Fit isn't the only bech dewice that can get you
off thiy couch and into your skinny jpans. Several connected
T include Bnoss, health and exercise apps. Panasonic
Viera Cionnect TVe, for exampla, includa s numbar of well-
neas appe rom Withings, Bodybads and Icon Haalth &
Fitregs, The BodyMedia Fit app connects with a wincless
arrnband morsor 1o rack data durireg your workoul,

5. WARIETY 'While rmany of the appes you'l find on senart Tve
will b familiar 10 you (Metfi, Pandora, Facoebaok], the wariety
of options on sore Ty is aimost ovenshalming. With news,
g, willness, anl, Bpors, you now Fine mons meda
chricrs via your smart TV Hean Shrough your cabis serves

[prosickar,

B. WEATHER Maost connected Tvs feature waather apps
that allew you ta input your city or zip code for up-to-dabe
weathar information. Thai's a lof quicker than waiting for the
BVENNG news 10 bring you the forecest,

T SOCIAL Social rmedia siles fke Facebook and Teitter rmay
e time wasbars in the office, but at home they'ne a major
Tacton in bow we conmect with kiends and lamiy. Social
ek o @ big-screen TV becomes even mone social, ee-

pecially when you want to share posted photos or wdeos.

5. COMMURICATIONS Ty from Sory, Samsung and
Parasonic all Baciktate Skype video calls va a broadband
conraction All you nead s a USE webaam and a Skypa
acoount, and you're good fo ga.
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Smart TV Options

Key products to consider for your family entertainment.

Samsung UNGODE000YF LED TV =
The BO00 senes mcludoes S:!nsurl:_]':s lop-ol-
the-line LED 30 TVs. This 60-inch model i
an n'lgn-kh‘ LEID with & supwr-than profile, and
it's loaded with leatures. First, it's an active-
shutter siyle 30 TV with Clear Motion 980Hz
procesang and a dynamic confrast ratio of
25,000,000:1, The smart TV features. a rmbust
Smard Hub that includes a lirge app gallery
and a search feature that will find your combent
across mulbiple applications. in adddion o
Yahoo Widgets and the most popular smart
apps, the Samsung emant TV includes a full

wab browser. $4.199, WIWHSNTISLING. COMm

Mitsubishi WD-82740

Mitsubishi likes to do thngs large, and s
B2-inch 30 TV is no excaption. it amploys
Texas Inssruments’ DUP technalogy o project
the big 1080p pictuna. I features a 120Hz
subirame rate and six-color processing. For
Wi-Fi, the set raquiraa an optional adagptor,
bt Ethermed i built in. lts sman TV epraad
includes Vudu wvideo-on-demand wath 30
Wudu contant, plus Facebook, Pardor, Fickr
and more. $4,199, wewemitsubishi-fe.omm

Toshiba S5TL515U

Toshiba's 55-inch Matural 3D-also known
a5 Passree 3D—features an ultrarslim des-
sign, 1080p CineSpeed Plus LED panels
with local dimming and 24 0Hz ClearScan
technology. The set's smart TV platform is
mada up of twao tiers. First, thara's Yahoo
Widgats, which lets you add a wade vanaty

of news and mformation feads for a cushom-
zed axpenance. Tha second tier is Nat TV,
which ofers a selection of typical cortent
senvices including Natfliz, Pandora, Flickr,
CinermaMow, Skype, Blockbuster and Vudu.
£1.798, www.inshiba.com/fy

VIZIOD XVT3D5545V

Vizio's 5-inch full-amay LED LCD 30 HOTV
wses 120 zones of ocal “smart dimming” o
enhance contrast and 480Hz processing
fo smaath ouf matssa, IE defeedrs full 10805
3D via active shutter glassas, thowgh you'll
have to pay extra for those. The smart re-
miole includes a standard remote pad, phes
o shide-out CVWERTY heypad for convenient
access to Intermet features. Vieso calls s
amart TV offarngs VI (Vizio nternet Apps),
which includa premium services such as

Hulu Plus, Metflix, Fandamngo, Vudu, Fartasy
Football, Blockbuster, Rhapsody, Pandora,
NBA Gametime, plus Yahoo Video and

others. $1.689, www ino.com

Sony XBR-55HX829

Thig 55-inch LED XBR senes ncudes every
viden lechnology Somy could equesaze ino
it. The screan uses a Coming Garilla Glass
panel for a sturdy and light frameless de-
sign. The X-Reality Pro technology improves
picture detall especially for low-resolution
weh videos. Sony smart Tvs ncluede the
company’s own Oriocity sarvice, which
offers online music and video, ples a large
salection of other content providers includ-
img Slacker radio. Skype video calling and
DLMNA sharing is also included. $2,8090,

WIWWLEVTY SR com



LG 55LW8800
Thiz 55-inch TV i buit arcund LG's Mano tech-
nridogyy, which uses a micrathin fim 1o help dis-
perse tha LED light evenly across the scresn.
The TV is a passive A0 TV, which means the
kessmaces; e ook andd dont recuing baltenes
or charging. s also the frst passse 30 TV to
receiae THY cortihication, Built-n WHF makes
gedting o the smart TV feabures aasy, From the
atractive cnline anchng pege vewens canaocss
Amazon, Mog, Huls Plus, Skype opltions and
maog from the LS App Store, ncluding & *30
Zona’ Thana's even & geslurebased rermole o
conilred i all $3.799, wwwig.oom

Sharp LC-TOLET35U b

Thig M-nch 30LED LD TV inchucies a unique
fesaature to Sharp—Cuatiron technology—which
acids a yeliows subpiel o the standard red, biue
and green piseis of other LCD Ty, Shap says
thie expands the TVs color gamu bor mon
acourabe pictums, VWi-F on this sat is bult-in,
which prechades the need for an Ethamet cable
o wirekess soeapien. Semart TV offerngs include
the mast popular seraces such as Facebook,
Mextfix, CinemaMow, Pandor and Vudu, but
the comgany's most inlenesting featurs = fha
Aquoa Advantage Live online help sarece.
With Aquos Advartage Lo, customer serdca
techs can access your TV to make disgnostc
checks or halp you sl up the TV rcn'n;mi_, and
it's frea, $4.709, wwwaharpuza com

Panasonic TC-PSSVT30 p

The: 55-nch 30 plasma TV sports Panasonic's
e Viera Conmect platform, 0's & magor ower-
haud from last year's smart TV approach and
includes a new marketplace lor adding apps.
Parasaon: has developed r|=|»l.¢=||I||:||'|15h|;s‘sh waith
major spons lasgues and added apps for
professional sports such as basoball, hockey,
football and basketball, The kst also indudes
many games, finess apps and Skype forvideo
calbng. This maodel is also THE-carifed lor
moth 20 and 30 and does 700 30 comeer

sion, 2,489, www panasonic.com

Smart @

Flaass wigl
e g ey St T




